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DEAR sin, 5 e Ts 
W HEN 1 * 1 e you n eee a 


part of our converſation turned on war—and/per- 
haps you may think me ſingular in ſome of my ſen- 
timents, as controverting the received opinion ot 
men in general, I have therefore devoted an hour 
or.two to ſlate to you further 1 e 80 
on this ſubj ec. 

It is really aſtoniſhing with Won nd conſiwſong 
mankind, and ſome acknowledged to be among the 
beſt living. admit the propriety of war in any ſenſe; 
and while they in general terms deplore the miſery 
of it, allow its. neceſſity j in ſome ſhape or other; and. 
for the moſt part, in that of defence; and under this 
maſk the great adverſary. of men has forced his im- 
poſitions on them, while they ſeem not to think of 
diſcuſſing the ſubject as to the propriety of it in an 
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14” 


(nt) 
on chriſtian principles. For my own part, I can- 
not help wiſhing to fee it become-a ſubject of uni- 
verſal diſcuſſion, till the renunciation of the tenet. 
| ſhall ſpread itſelf as. wide as the miſery of it has hi- 
therto done, 
War, however dreadful in its progreſs, and awful 
in its conſequences, is always pretended to be built 
on neceſſity ; and time would be loſt in endeavour. 
ing to prove what ſcarce any one will deny ; ; that is, 
the unlawfulneſs of offenſive wars, even on moral, 
much leſs on chriſtian, pou en np the moſt tho- 
 Tough-paced politician, to the exiſtence of whoſe 
power and dominion war is neceſſary, will always 
produce acts of aggreſſion on the part of his adver- 
ſarirs, and quſtify his meafures as de fenſive, and 
on the ground of neceſſity: how liable ſuch reaſon- 
ing is to objection from every thinking perſon, will 
be evident, when it is conſidered, that with this 
' plea the moſt ambitions and arbitrary tyrants have 
ſet the engine going; and if war is convenient, and 
promiſes a partial gain, a plea in juſtification will 
always be too readily found, although one certain 
conſequence'of war, is a general lofs—the gain only 
 aecruing to an inconſiderable number of individu- 
als; and if the generality of princes and great men 
were honeſt enough to let mankind know their own 
real ſentiments, the ſy ſtems of war would ſoon come 
to nothing. From ſome of the late king of Pruſſia's 
letters to Voltaire, it will be apparent what thoughts 
| 1 94 
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even princes entertain of it. But, alas! ben i 
tereſt and duty come into competition, ho fre- 
quently does the latter give place to the former? 
In theſe ſentiments then, I have not merely to 
oppoſe men who oppole all the order of ſociety, by 
committing. depredation and offence univerſally; 
but thoſe who interlard the ſyſtem of nen 
with the profeſſion of chriſtianity. +» 

And here it is neceſſary to obſerue, that all» war, 
even admitting an aggreſſion, goes on the principle 
of rendering evil for evil; and how difficult is it, 
even politically, to decide Where the aggreſſion be- 
gins, or how one nation poſſeſſes a right to call in 
queſtion what to another nation ſeems an equal right 
of theirs ?—and yet queſtions of this kind frequent- 
ly form a ground of the moſt bloody, deſtructive, 
and unnatural wars. And Qeven admitting the caſe 
to be clearly made out, how often does the retalia- 

tion of the injured party exceed the offence, and in 
that caſe, in a moral point of view, they certainly 

change ground, and the original aggreſſors become + 
the injured party. Many inſtances. of this kind 
might be ſtated, but to name one; America, in her 
late conteſt with Great Britain, is a caſe in point, 
America had chartered rights, in which ſhe ſup- 
poſed ſhe was oppreſſed by the parent ſtate Ihe re 
monſtrated and petitioned The parent ſtate reſiſt⸗ 
ed, and refuſed to comply America reſiſted again. 
— Great Britain exerciſed coercion, and ſent over | 

an n army America raiſed a counter army to deſend 
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their rights, and was finally ſucceſsful ; and yet how 
often in that conteſt did the parties change ground, 
and act offenſively as well as defenſively? and who 


can ſtate preciſely where the act of aggreſſion be- 


gun, or where retaliation ought to have ceaſed. In- 
deed the ſubject ſeems involved in all this intricacy 


and theſe evil conſequences, as if, by a ſpecial in- 


tervention of Providence, the raſh hand of man 
ſhould be reſtrained from going to the extreme 


bounds of right, leaſt it ſhould overleap thoſe bounds, 


and treſpaſs on the territory of wrong. In ſome 
caſes the right will ſeem more clear, and, perhaps, 
on certain principles, may be made out, yet very 
difficult it is; but as the queſtion I make is, not 
whether morality, but whether chriſtianity allows it, 
I think myſelf bound no further than the latter 


part of the queſtion requires. I therefore avow the 


following propoſition as a ſentiment cloſely con- 
netted, and one with the nature of true chriſtianity, 
and as a ſentiment which will finally prevail: 

Dat war, in every ſhape, is incompatible. with 


the nature of chriſtianity; and that ud perſons 


profeſſing that religion, and under the full and 
proper. influence of the temper and 1 of Chriſt, 
can adopt, purſue, or plead for it. TI 

My proof is very ſhort and very ja and will 
take up much leſs time, than anſwering the objec- 
tions which the ſophiſtry of men have invented to 
obſcure the ſubject. 


» 


For proof then, 1 have to offer the hain, direct, 
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and unequivocal: commands of Chriſt and his 
apoſtles; and, firſt, I refer to that admirable code 
of chriſtian doctrine and morality delivered by 
Chriſt on the Mount, Matth. ch. 5. ver. 38. and g. 
+ Ye have heard, it bath been ſaid, an eye for an 
eye, and a tooth for a tooth; but 1 ſay unto you, 
that ye reſiſt not evil: but whoſoever ſhall ſmite. 
„ thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other, 
„ alſo.” Here then Chriſt incalcates on all chrilt- 


ians the principles of .non-reſiſtance, and forbids 
every kind of retaliation. And I beg leave to pro- 


duce this text as a full anſwer to all thoſe perſons 
who ſtate the example of the Jewiſh polity; or of 
Jewiſh characters, as an argument to chriſtians for 
war, for retaliation, and for revenge. If they will 
be at the trouble of looking at the text, they will, 
obſerve the Jewiſh diſpenſation is changed, and 
that by the Legiſlator himſelf and he has confirm- 
ed the doctrine by his on example. And after fo, 


; pointed and abſolute a removing the old, to make 


way for the new, the chriſtian diſpenſation, a diſ- 
penſation of life and peace, how any man can urge, 
the juſtification of war, and, at the ſame time, pro- 


fels to act on chriſtian principles, is, I confeſs, to 


me a myſtery far, very far, beyond my penetration. 
In the ſame chapter, and about the 44th verſe, 


the Saviour goes on not only to urge chriſtians to 


the negative virtue of forbearance, but to the poſi- 
tive duty of love, and loving their enemies, and to 
return only every poſſible good in their power for 


B 3 


28 K* 4 — — — — t ——ä— — — 
x . * 0 — n 
— * Pd y io rwon om. om pn, ty 7 


* 


66 


every poſſible injury they could receive; and it is 


urged on this principle, © that ye may be che child- 
ren of your Father which is in Heaven, for he 
„ maketh his ſun to riſe on the evil and on the 
good, and ſendeth rain on the juſt and on the un- 


juſt;“ and then makes the excellency of his doc- 


trines to conſiſt in their ſuperior effects, and their 
tendeney to make his diſciples more than other men. 
See the 36, 47, and 48 verſes, © . 0 
1 know theſe doctrines are admitted bk many, 
when applied only to individuals, or to chriſtians 
in their individual capacity, but are denied when 
applied to profeſſing chriſtian ſtates or political bo- 
dies; but by what authority is the ſenſe reſtrained or 
applied in this particular way ?—I conceive not by 


the authority of Chriſt, and I know of no other 


authority competent to the taſk, Nay, it is faid 
expreſsly, that no ſcripture is of private (mere pri- 
vate) interpretation: and it may fairly be inferred, 
that if individuals are bound to act up to certain 
principles, if they profeſs themſelves chriſtian, ſo- 
cieties, under the fame profeſſion, are ſubject to the 


fame rules, and if they tranſgreſs, will have to an- 


fwer the treſpaſs as tranſgreſſors of the command of 
Chriſt. The too- common and well-known diſtine- 
tion between political and moral right; or, in other 
words, between political expedience and chriſtian 
duty, is a diſtinction dangerous in the extreme, not 


founded in truth, and of a moſt pernicious tendeney 


to morality in general: political bargains are often 
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made for convenience, and for convemence are of- 
ten broken, on this principle; but our judgments 
muſt ſurely be groſsly impoſed upon, before We can 
admit ſuch ſentiments, and it behoves good men to 
examine the dangerous tendency of leſſening the 
moral obligation of ſeripture precepts, or making 
the poſitive commands of Chriſt equivocal, merely 
to ſupport an hypotheſis which has nothing but cuſ. 
tom to ſtamp its authenticity, and that, not of the 
purer, but the debaſed and; moſt en. ages of 
Fee. Co 71 TR 4 31 
Again, another rege ink ws Aiden religion 
is, „ Il chine enemy hunger, feed him if he thirſt; 
give him drink; for in ſo doing thou ſhalt heap 
& coats of fire on bis head.“ Rom. 12. v. 20. II 


it is objected, that the concluding part of this ex- 


preſſion conveys the higheſt and moſt effectual idea 
of retaliation. They who ſuppoſe ſo, certainhy 
miſtake.the ſenſe, Which will be quite plain, if ws 
conſult. the ſubſequent verſe : Be not overcome 
* of evil, but overcome evil wich good.“ Now, I 
would aſk, admitting this prattice of doing good in 
return for evil, how:can the principle of war bed 


tween chriſt ian Rates be ſupported for a moment 7 


It is only in the abſence of every chriſtian dotttine, 


and every humane "_—_ tha: ſuch a r 


Can he admitted. CHE F n ie Gem 

Once more, we are eee as 1 to 
wender, not evil for evil, or railing for railing, but 
contrarywiſe bleſſing, (1 Pet. g. and 9.) and this 
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conduct is urged from a conſideration of what we 
ourſelves are called to partake, namely, a bleſſing; 
and if we profeſs to love our neighbour as ourſelves, 
even on that principle we ſhould ſeek the welfare 
of all the human race, who are our brethren by 
nature, and claim all that love; not indulging tbe 
unchriſtian diſtinctions of the times againſt men ol 
a different language, colour, or cline. 
It is quite unneceſſary to make any comment fur. 
ther, or to quote a multitude of other paſſages: let 
theſe ſcriptures be read, give them all their ſcope; 
and the voice of impartiality and ſound fenſe, as 
well as the voice! of religion, of piety, of hamani- 
ty, all unite to declare how forced a ſenſe muſt be 
ſupplied to make them breathe any thing elfe but 
love and peace, good-will and harmony to the ſons 
of men: indeed, if they | breathe not theſe, they 
breathe nothing. I ſhall- forbear further proof on 
behalf of my propoſition, for whoeverremains un- 
decided with the evidence already produced, with 
not be perſuaded, though one roſe from the dead. 
From hence I infer then, that chriſtians are not 
free to fight; and if the: ſtates, under which they 
live, require it of them, they ought to yield to ſuf- 
fer for refuſing to bear arms, rather than to ſin 
againſt the command of Chriſt in doing it. though 
men of courage and none poſſeſs courage in the 
degree which good men do, yet their courage can- 
not, on the chriſtian principle, be evinced as ſol- 
diers, but rather as martyrs; and although, from 


- 
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what hlas gone before, it is eaſy to ſee my ſentiments 
involve thoſe of non-reſiſtance, yet 1 am for obe- 


dience no further than a man can juſtify his con- 
ſcience in the ſight of God in obeying; further 
than that no power on earth can be juſt in ex- 
acting it— further than that no true follower of 
the Saviour can be juſt in yielding it: if govern- 
ments diſpoſe even of the civil rights and privi- 
leges of its ſubjects, and barter them away, a 
ehriſtian ought not, he is not juſtified in contending}; 


for them per force—it is forbidden by Chriſt: in 


ſuch caſes, ſubmiſſion is enjoined to civil laws, to 
impoſts, taxes, and cuſtoms ; . but when govern- 
ments interfere with the religious rights of ſubjects,” 
and dare to bind the conſciences of men, then 


chriſtians are called to endure any ſufferings rather 


than by ſubmiſſion to the laws of men violate their 
higher and ſupreme obligations to the eternal God: 
but in this, it is to be obſerved, the weapons of 
their warfare are not carnal, the kingdom of Chriſt 


is not to be promoted by his diſciples ſpreading 


carnage, bloodſhed, and: confuſion, far and wide: 
but by an invincible adherence to his doftrines and 
example, and a reſiſtance even unto blood, ſtriva 
ing againſt fin, that ſo their enemies may be per- 
ſuaded, by their conſtancy, of the power and excel- 
lence of thoſe principles which would rather ſubmit 
to the greateſt ſufferings than commit the leaſt evil. 
But if war, either foreign or civil, was a juſtifid 
„ B ; 


| (%% 
able meaſure, we ſhould find a juſtification of it from 
ſome examples left on record in the Bible for our 
direction in this important caſe; and therefore the 
Jewiſh polity which, in its outſet and progreſs, was 
ſupported by wars of God s Own r e 15 — 
to confirm it. | 

In reply to this, I cefer to Ob 8 e 
ſtated as to Chriſt having aboliſhed the Jewiſh diſ- 
penſation. Theſe commands of God applied only 
to the Jews, theirs was a government of this world; 
the government of Chriſt is not ſo; that was a tem- 
poral conſtitution; the conſtitution of Chriſt's go« 
vernment is ſpiritual, Hence, ſays he, My king- 
dom is not of this world: if my kingdom were 
of this world, then would my ſervants fight.” 
John xviii. 36. Nor does the examples of Abra- 
ham, David, and other good men, under that diſ- 
penſation, ſupply better argument; ſome: things 
were admitted to them, totally inconſiſtent with 
chriſtian economy—for inſtance, polygamy and the 
doctrine of divorces, which the Saviour tells us 
were, only ſuffered in thoſe times of ignorance, in 
eondeſcenſion to their comparatively ſmall degree 
of light, the infirmities of men, or the hardneſs of 
their hearts. But perhaps this is granting too much, 
and a ſufficient reaſon might be en without ſo 
much apology. Ys 
Where there is no law an! is no een ee 

bot iber was no law to forbid it under the Old 
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Teſtament, therefore it was lawful; but we have * 


law to forbid it, and therefore to us it is unlawful. 
If, then, we cannot find a ground for this — 
ment to ſtand on among the Jews, or in the exam- 
ples of its greateſt champions, let us go to Chriſt 
but here we ſhall ſurely fail, our enemies themſelves 
being Judges; nothing of refiſtance—nothing of re- 
taliation or revenge of force oppoſed to force in 
Jeſus Chriſt—all was ſubmiſſion, humility, and 
love. But, ſay ſome, it was ſo; but he aſſumed 
this character that he might fulfil the law for dur 
ſakes: he ſuffered all this for us, and it behoved 
him to do it in the character of mediator which he 
fuſtained. We know, © he was led as a lamb to the 
« {ffaughter, and as a ſheep before his ſhearers, he 
% was dumb and opened not his mouth.“ But we 


are not to be ſo vain as to conceive every part of 


Chriſt's character imitable by us; true, but if he 
aſſumed that character, that he might ful6] the Jaw 


for us, it proves that we had been tranſgreſſors of 


that law. Now let me aſk, ſhall we, becauſe he 
did thus, continue tranſgreſſors, and reward, his love 
by continued acts of rebellion ?' If your religion 


teaches you this, I ceaſe to wonder that you purſue 


war, or any other evil practices: and know, O 
vain man! that however readily we admit what Jeſus 


| Chriſt did as mediator, if we exclude his example, 


we have neither part nor lot in his ſalvation ; and 
if we imitate not the latter, we poſſeſs no proof of 


participating the former: but one ſcripture ſhall 
. 


| 
| 


elole this paragraph. He ſuffered for us, leaving- 


us an example that we ſhould follow his ſteps; who 
knew no fin, neither was guile found in his mouth. 
When, he was reviled, he reviled not again; when, 
he ſuffered he threatened not, but committed himſelt 
to him that judges righteouſly.” (1 Pet. ch. 2.v.21- 
22, 23.) Here his mediation and example are unit- 
ed, and what God has joined let no man put aſunder. 
1 cannot with equal pleaſure refer to the cha- 
meer: of the profeſſing chriſtian monarchs, em- 
perors, and kings of the earth: before I can get an 
example from any of theſe, which would ſupport and 
juſtify the ſyſtem of war, I ſee them involved ſo far 
in the temper, the ſpirit, the views, and politics of 
this world as to have forgone the temper, mind, and 


fpirit of Chriſt ; and although much is ſaid of the. 


eſtabliſhment of chriſtianity by human laws, yet it 


is my Rumble belief, that true chriſtianity owes not 


its ſupport to any ſuch aids, but is ſuperior to every 
fuch thing as the policy, the inſtitutions, or laws of 
men. They may derive much advantage from it, if 
truth is admitted to their councils, but not it from 
them. This ſubject would be too copious to dilate. 
upon; however, as the Emperor Conſtantine is the 
great champion of theſe human defenders, he ſhall 


paſs in review, and I ſhall content myſelf with no- 
ticing the moſt ftriking particulars which have led 


an to aſcribe great things to him in this way. 
The ſtory is generally exhibited thus : © That 


9 **, Conſtantine obſerving the fatal miſcarriages of 
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* the emperors, his predeceſſors, who had repoſed 
« confidence in the aſſiſtance of a multitude of 
gods; but, notwithſtanding their zeal, their wars 
had been generally unproſperous, and their ends 
« unfortunate and untimely, , On the other hand, 
bis father, who acknowledged one only Supreme 
God and Governor of the World, had been gene- 
rally proſperous; this determined him to chuſe 
this God, to whom he prayed to have him made 
„known to himſelf, and that he would aid him in 
his then intended warlike expedition. He ac- 
cordingly received a remarkable anſwer, to his. 
prayer, and ſaw a viſion in the heavens—a pillar, 
of light in the faſhion of a croſs, with a Greek in- 
* ſcription, In this overcome. This was at firſt, 
matter of ſurprize and doubt; but, in the night 
following, the Saviour appeared to him in a vi- 
ſion, with the croſs in his hand, which he had 
ſhewed him the day before, commanding him to. 
make a royal ſtandard like it, and cauſe it to be: 
carried before him in his wars, as a token or en- 
ſign both of victory and ſafety.“ I 
This was commiſſion enough to an ambitious man, 
already near the zenith of power, and aiming at the 
pinnacle of grandeur, honour, and ſucceſs. This, 
like other accidental events, or fictitious ſtories, 
wrought on the minds of his ſoldiers; and they 
wanted but to be led on to obtain ſucceſs; fired with 
the fury of men in a cruſade, they were irreſiſtible. 
The emperor at the ſame time profeſſing chriſtian». | 
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"ny it became the 8 religion of the times: 
but, it is to be feared, leſs from conviction than 


from the faſhion or cuſtom; and, where it was not 


profeſſed, force often ſupplied the place of con- 
viction or better argument; and in the ſame way, 


often ſince, nations have been baptized with the 


dagger at their throats, to aha its 560: eee con- 
verts. © uh 

To or three ſhort remarks on this OG 
anecdore will be needful. And firſt, is it compati- 
ble with the general tenor of ſcripture to admit, or 


even ſuppoſe, that after Chriſt had finiſhed his work 


of peace and goodwill to men; and having told his 
followers, that his kingdom was not of this world ; 

that within'three hundred years after, he ſhould ap- 
pear, and even deſcend from heaven, to encourage 
the ſanguinary operations of the ſword; and having 
ſuffered his goſpel to riſe and proſper by perſecu- 
tions, by trials, by afflictions; and having, in the 
foregoing ' centuries, taught his diſciples the doc- 
trines of humility, ſubmiſſion, obedience, and ſelf. 
denial, he ſhould now turn the tables on his enemies, 
and authorize men, who are chriſtian in little elſe 
than the name, to go forth and flaughter their op- 
poſers? This appears fo groſs a contradiction of the 
principles of ſcripture, and of the ſpirit of Chriſt, 


that my underſtanding, poor as it is, OTTER at it, 


and cannot admit it in any degree. 
In the next place, if we review the late of chriſt 


ianity itſelf at that period, many errors had crept 


(16: ), 

into the church, lax in its diſctpline, divided in its 
doctrines and opi nions, error had made great pro- 
greſs, and even in ſome of the men who ſtand fore- 
moſt among the advocates of Chriſt in that day, we 
meet with many ridiculous, inconſiſtent, and im- 
moral facts; indeed the purity of the goſpel was far 
corrupted, and this was that baneful hour when re- 
ligion was fir{t made the engine of ſtate policy, and 
then firſt the church, or, at leaſt, men proffeſſing to 
be members of it, were hired for a ſtanding army; 
and I cannot help thinking, that this ſtory of Con- 
ſtantine is a mere figment, invented to ſerve a par- 
ticular turn, and which, from the fatal credit it has 
gained, has impoſed on millions who bear the 
chriſtian name. 

If hiſtory and facts were to be edu; theto 
might be many inſtances brought forward where 
chriſtians, impelled by a true ſpirit, have, in the 
total renunciation of war, been defended from their 
enemies, and preſeryed an honour to their profeſſion, 
The Quakers, at this day, are living witneſſes of the 
truth of this remark, and the Moravians maintain 
the ſame principle. 

The ſubmiſſion of acknowledged good u men to 1 
practice of war, will, on inveſtigation, be found 
equally nugatory to the ſupport of the error“. I 
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The coalition between good men and bad men in the progreſs of 
war, is like that of Ahab and Jehoſaphat, and the iſſue is likely to be 
tmilar - death to the one, and danger and ſhame to the other. IT 
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admit good men have defended the principle, but . 
they did it as patriots, not as chriſtians—as lovers 
of their country, but not as the followers of Chriſt. 


Others have gone into the practice, and yet ſeemed 


to carry the habits of piety about them; but it alto- 
gether appears to me as a defect and imperfection in 


that which, on the whole, might be allowed to be 


good, and yet but partially ſo; for how does it fink. 
our ideas of exalted piety, and the ſpirit and mind 
of Chriſt, reſiding in a boſom which the next hour 
is to ariſe and ſcatter death and deſtruction all. 
around! Peter was a good man, but although his 
habits were good, the ſometimes failed in the exer- 
cile—he, in the ſpirit of retaliation and human af. 
fection towards his maſter, drew his ſword, and cut 
off an enemy's ear; and did he obtain a plaudit?— 
No: Put up thy ſword,”” ſays the meek Saviour, 
* for all they that take the ſword ſhall periſh by the 
„ ſword: See alſo Revelations, ch. 19, v. 9 and 
10. If any man have an ear to hear, let him hear: 


He that leadeth into captivity, ſhall go into cap- 


« tivity: He that killeth with the ſword, muſt be 


„ killed with the ſword.” And, by conſulting the 


connection of the paſſage, it will appear that theſe 
warriors were not the worſhippers of the Lamb, but 


ol the Beaſt. And how well theſe prediftions have 


been verified, let matter of fact declare. 
On the whole, the providence of God ſeems to 


have permitted this evil, and borne with the man- 


ners of men, and eſpecially of ſome who are ac- 


(=) 


knowledged good in the main, in the faine way in 


which he allowed polygamy and: divorces under 
the Old Feſtament, becauſe of the hardneſs of 
men's hearts, and of the darkneſs of thoſe times; 
but that the uſage of ſuch practices ſnould be fol- 
lowed on this account, is as unreaſonable as that 
the duplicity of Jacob, or faults of David, ſhould 


form an apology for our imitation of their crimes, 


I have ſometimes given ſcope: to my mind, and 
ſuppoſed myſelf engaged in war, and that in the 
defence of the beſt cauſe for which the ſword was 


ever drawn civil liberty, and the vindication of 
the oppreſſed from the hand of Hanny; and haye, 


for the moment, for argument ſake, admitted it as 
lawful ; I have anticipated the ſound of the trumpet: 
in leading on to the charge, and then have plunged 
amidit the roaring of cannon, or the clangor of arms 
into the heat of attion—either leading on or led, my 
boſom ſwelled with the importance of the cauſe, my 

heart beat high, I locked on death with defiance, and, 
on my foes with diſdain, determining to conquer or 
periſh in the attempt: all freſh; from this bloody 


ſcene, I have brought my temper, my boſom, my 
heart, to the great exemplar of chriſtian perfection, 


and ſhame has covered me. What trait of the mind 
of Chriſt did 1 follow when I defied death? did I 


do it as a chriſtianꝰ Ah, no] Could my hope in 


endleſs glory be certain duting the eventful and 
wee ſcene! did the nature of the. chuilian rei. 
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gion, or the pattern of the holy Jeſus, inſpire me 


with diſdain for my enemies, while piercing their 


Fitals, and ſpilling their ſouls into the ſhades of 


deſtruction & No- he commanded me to love my 
enemies, but I have been deſtroying them altoge- 
ther; he has enjoined ſubmiſſion and ſuffering; but 
I have ſought for ſuperiority, victory, and conqueſt, 
On the whole, let that man ſtand forth, if earth can 
produce ſuch an one, who can ſay he goes into ac- 


tion, and engages in the heat of war, in that ſpirit 


which he is conſcious will be approved and owned 
by the Judge of all the earth, when all our ſubter- 
fuges and ſelf-impoſitions muſt be renounced? and 


f ſuch an one ſhould ariſe, and declare it a fact that | 
he could, for my own part, I ſhould infer a deceiv- 
ed heart had turned him aſide. But if it be admitted 


that the temper of mind neceſſary for the action of 


l & 
1 


3 « Ha ave all the RN of 1 iniquity no knowledge who eat up my 
4 people as they eat bread, &c.“ Plalm 14. v. 4. This is an affect- 
ing enquiry; and is it of no moment, chriſtians; thit thouſands and 


| hundreds of thouſands of y our fellaw men have thei: ſouls wnmaturely 
diſlodged, and are ſent down to the chambers of death, with a lie in 


their right hand ? I would nat be cenſorious or uncharitable, but are 
not the morals of ſoldiers and ſallors (with a very few exceptions) 
debauched to a proverb ? And (hear, hear) are not their crim-s winked 


a, allowed; and even indulged, in the times of reſpite, as a brutal 
reward for their ſexvices? Proof is eaſy—aſk. the inhabitants of a ſea · 


port town, or garriſon, after a camp: aign—where the wretche d dam- 
ſels are deflowered, eat the bread of ſhame, and entail miſery on their 
wretched offspring; and diſgrace and pain on their unhippy connections 
=—ſo near is the groſſeſt immorality allied to the ſhedding of blood. 
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ar is inconſiſtent» with chriſlianity, I have ab 


1 


2 aſk ;* and thoſe who argue for it have te ſuppori an 


allowed indefenfible- ſcheme.” But let profeſſing 


chriſtians beware how they ſupport it, for it ſtrikes 


me very forcibly; that in proportion as they give aid 
to that, they impede the real progreſs of Chriſt's 

religion; and it is matter of ſerious grief to obſerve 
ſo many declared advocates for the chriſtian reli- 
gion the advocates alſo for this antichriſtian prac- 

tice: at the ſame time, it is with painful concern; 
that every friend to revealed. religiow obſerves the 
2 advocates of atheiſm and infidelity aiming their 

7 ſhafts at the perſon and religion of Jeſus Chriſt 3 
and the great argument uſed is, that the religion of 
Chriſt is in no wiſe preferable to the ſyſtems of 


Mahomet, of Zoroaſter, of Bramha, and the 'vas 


rious other founders of the religious ſetts which 


divide the world, as that religion leaves its profeſ- 
fors as ſanguinary as the profeſſors of any of theſe, 


ay they, if the religion of Chriſt is the religion 
of purity, of love and good will to men, who are 
its followers p — not the men who bear the name, 
but avoid the practice of his precepts, and inſtead 
of forgiving their enemies, take revenge, contrary 


to his commands, into their own hands. Chriſtians; 
what will you ſay to this? — The charge is true, 
though brought by an enemy; and while you ſup- 


port war, the Saviour is wounded, may I not ſay, 


crucified afreſh, in the houſe of his friends, thoſe 


7 profeſſed friends, who provide the ſirengeft argu» 


— — A _- 


_ 


( 29 ) 


ment to atheiſts: which can be brought forward, | 
without a power, on your parts, of contradiftion, | 
You know, if you have ſtudied the ſubject, that 
modern infidels and depreciators of the Bible, form 
their prominent argument on this ground, to prove 
its inefficacy : how then can ye, profeſſing chriſt. 


ians, anſwer the maſter you profeſs to ſerye, with 
an unbluſhing face, when he puts that queſtion: of 
trial, as real b ehtp4 to n * What do ye more 
Fibanaothers'?*! i T6 


I »ſhall now notice, avs ae eee to ork 


ſome of the: moſt popular: arguments in favour of 


the fighting ſyſtem, It is ſaid, that were any nation N | 
to adopt this mode, the ſurrounding nations of the 7 


world would beſet and ſwallow it up. But let it be 
remembered, that I expect this meaſure only to 
proceed from the effects of chriſtianity *, and this, 


it real and effectual, ſuppoſes a degree; a large de- 


gree, of confidence in and dependance upon God; 


and were I to bring ſcripture, or matter of fact, to 


2 T 


prove that ſuch a people were never forſaken or con- 


founded, it would be like holding a taper to the ſun, 
Who ever truſted in him and were confounded ! 
who ever depended on his aid, and were not deliver- 
ed! who, in the exerciſe of obedience to his pre- 
cepts, were ever forſaken? The annals of time can- 


not produce an inſtance the annals of time can pro- 
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Loet it be remembered we are a profeing chriſtian nation, 
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Z duce thouſands againſt it. Let fafis ſpeak; the man, 
the family, the ſociety, the nation, who live in obe- 


dience to his commands, have God's peculiar pro- 


tection; his arm is an invincible ſfield, and when 


a man's ways pleaſe the Lord, he maketh even his 
enemies to be at peace with him: but if in the wiſe 


and inſcrutable ways of his providenoe he permits 


ſome to ſuffer, to excite ſtronger zeal in others, and to 


ſpread truth by their ſufferings, this is no argument in 
favour of reſiſtance by coercion; nor ſhould we im- 
pute their ſufferings to the conqueſt and ſuperiority 
of their enemies merely, but to a higher intention, 


that thouſands may be won by the firmneſs and con- 


[ | fancy, the patience, and exalted piety, with which 


' | they meet the terrors of their perſecutors, The 
| conqueſt is on their ſide, and they go by theſe very 


means, however evil in their intention, from an in- 
ferior to a ſuperior enjoyment, from temporal to 
eternal, from earth to heaven: and in this chriſtian- 
| ity at firſt triumphed, not by the laws of retaliation 
or coercion; but by a conſtant, faithful adherence 
to the laws of Chriſt: and; oh! had reformers and 
| their followers ſtopped there, and rather than have 


aimed to ſupport the cauſe of piety by temporal 
force and the ſecular arm, ſtill have given their 
backs to the ſmiters, and their cheeks to them that 


| plucked the hair, the ſpirit of Chriſt had ſtill been 
X ſeen triumphant. But the idea of maintaining true 
religion, pure and undefiled religion, by pomp and 
w iplendor, by power and the ſword, is like death in 
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the pot, is deſtructive of the true notion and ſpirit 4 
of chriſtianity : and ſuch falſe apprehenſions of ex: q | 
ternal; glory and worldly ſplendor lays the ground þ | 


of this error, but which the ſcriptures, the exam. | 


ple of -Chriſt himſelf, and the experience of good | 
men uniformly. combat. Says a good writer, The 


idea of a temporal Meſſiah is mean and carnal: 


be this mean idea hath poſſeſſed the minds of the 


+ profeſſed. diſciples of Chriſt in all ages. The 


< apoſtles ſoon ſtruggled through ſuch low ſecular 
**: notions; but a very large ſucceſſion of their pre- 3 
«© tended followers have expired incurable under | 


this diſeaſe “. 


That the exiſtence of the church, REY 1ts 8 = 
is not owing to the ſword, or dependant on it, has 


already been inſtanced in the caſes of the Quakers 


and of the Moravians, who are living inſtances of 


the poſlibility of the caſe, even in this age of the 


world, and whoſe examples in this reſpeR, it is | 


much to be regretted, are ſo little followed. 


Another argument which I have heard uſed, and 
am grieved that I do not wrong human nature in re. 
porting it, is that, if it were not for the intervention 


of wars, the inhabitants of the earth would be too 
numerous; and to prevent a preſſure which earth } 


could not ſuſtain, Providence oidains or permits 
the continuance of war to thin the ranks of life, and 


— 
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1 ſhudders at an argument like this —It might ſuit a 


# Pharaoh, a Nero, or the Empreſs Catharine ; but 
only to wretches of that ſanguinary caſt can the ar- 


l gument have any weight. For an anſwer to this, I 
would only refer its advocates to their own naked 
: boſoms, to the terrors, the conſciouſneſs, the hor- 


ror, which muſt ſhortly awaken the keeneſt ſenſa- 
tions of the guilt of bloodſhed, and condemn them 
0 4 at that bar where hypocriſy ſhall loſe its maſk, and 
the cruel, meet a full reward. The argument can 
Z have no weight with a boſom ſuſceptible of human 
XZ ſenſibility, much leſs with thoſe who ſtudy and imi- 
A | tate the compaſſions of the Lord and Saviour "Ou 
2 Chriſt, 
Another objeQion is founded: on the argument of . 


1 naviral, or civil right, and infers the juſtice of re- 


ſiſlance in defence of thoſe rights and liberties, 
X which are by many eſteemed dearer than life itſelf, 
and without which many have refuſed to live; to 
maintain which thouſands have died *. 
4 This objection has a degree of weight; and may 
be tenable on the ſcore of natural religion; it was 
under this caſe the Jews often fought, and had the 
divine command ; and under this caſe alſo many of 
the gentile nations have reſiſted the invaſions of 
tyrants and oppreſſors; and under a ſyſtem of ethics 
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® England can witgeſs this in her Hampden, Ruſſelsy Sidneys, ke, 


"HL * 
this may be admitted, to reſiſt the oppreſſions of ty- 
ranny—this is patriotiſm, and is a natural affection 
of the human mind; but chriſtianity calls on us to 
renounce it for ſubmiſſion, for ſuffering for Chriſt's 
ſake, and for the exerciſes of patience and endur- 
ance, If it were lawful for chriſtians to war even 
on this ground, ſome abatement muſt neceſſarily be 
made to the poſitive commands of Chriſt to love 
our enemies, to do good to them that hate us, to re- 
turn good for evil, and ſuch like: commands of 
equal import with thoſe which command us to love 
our neighbour as ourſelves, or to love God ſupreme. 
ly; commands of equal authority as thoſe which in- 
ſtituted all the ordinances of the goſpel, and deſerv- 
ing no leſs regard: to what a wonderful degree of 
prejudice then muſt the minds of profeſſing chriſt- 
jans have riſen to doubt the authority, or rob it of 
its effect. You ſee I take the liberty of differing 
from the general ſentiments of allowed good men 
on this ſubject; but remember I am accountable to 
none but God, No human tribunal dare, with juſ- 
tice, to interfere with the rights of conſcience : and 


J have a hope, that if we could but exchange ſenti- 


ments, I ſhould find thouſands and millions who 
think with me; and although I infer nothing from 
multitude, yet I think the hope 1s not vain, The 
dreadful avidity with which war has been purſued 
of Jate by the French nation, by the continental 
allies, and the deep, affecting, and determined part 
which our own country has taken in it, will, I truſt, 


| 


do much to make profeſſing chriſtians conſider their 


„ 


ways, and think ſeriouſly of diſcuſſing the propriety 
of the ſubjeQ, and the nature of thoſe arguments by 
which it is ſupported, and which would not fail, in 
ſome degree, to unveil the minds of men, which 
have been ſo long and ſo unhappily obſcured. This 
muſt be the cafe before obedience to Chriſt is much 
extended, or becomes univerſal, a bleſſing which we 
have reaſon to expect, and ground to pray for, from 
many of the promiſes of ſcripture, yet to be fulfill. 
ed. It were ſeriouſly to be wiſhed that this might 


be made the ſubjett for ſome academic or ſcholaſtic 


prize; and which, if treated in a proper manner, 


would not fail of making the queſtion more popular, 


and the ſubject better underſtood. The miſeries of 
war, its expence, national loſſes, and immoral ef- 
fefts, furniſh matter too copious for me to urge 


within my preſent compaſs, nor do they immediate- 


ly belong to my ſubject, but yet are worthy of 
much abler and more minute diſcuſſion than mine. 
And with a hope, and ſome degree of expettation, 
that this will ſhortly be the caſe, I am daily uſing 


that petition of my maſter—* Thy kingdom come.” 


I am, dear Sir, 


Yours, &0, 
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